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As a first-generation American who grew up in El Paso, one of Rebeca Huddle’s main goals as the new partner-in-charge of Baker 
Botts’s Houston office is to boost diversity.

The reason, she said, is because it improves outcomes and keeps the office well-rounded. The other goal is to continue driving 
revenue growth by improving client-facing events and delivering “top-notch work in a professional way,” said Huddle, who was made 
partner-in-charge on April 1.

Huddle, who served as a Justice of the Texas Court of Appeals from 2011 to 2017, sat down with the Houston Business Journal to 
talk about her time on the bench and her plans for Baker Botts, which placed No. 5 on the Tax and Financial Law Firms List, No. 6 on the Intellectual 
Property Law Firms List and No. 9 on the Corporate Law Firms List.

Q&

A
How did you feel about becoming 
partner in charge? It’s really exciting. 
It’s a great honor. I’m excited for the 
opportunity and I’m looking forward 
to the future. We are looking forward 
to the momentum that we have here 
in Houston. We’re off to a great start. 
We want to continue to increase 
revenue and our platform.

What are some of your plans to 
increase revenue? One of our goals 
is to drive revenue growth. We plan 
to do that by continually improving 
our client-facing programming and 
events. A lot of it is maintaining 

excellent client service every day. 
Clients come to us because they have 
sophisticated problems and they 
trust us to be able to handle the most 
complex work frequently. We deliver 
top-notch work in a professional 
way. We want to exceed their 
expectations.

Are there any big changes planned 
for the firm? One of my personal 
goals is to continue to work on 
diversity and inclusion efforts. We 
are always keeping an eye on talent 
in the marketplace. We’re continually 
looking at opportunities to bring over 

Age: 45
Education: University of Texas 
School of Law
Family: Greg Huddle, husband; two 
daughters and a dog named Stella
Hobbies: “I like traveling, the 
outdoors and watching my kids play 
soccer, softball and lacrosse.”
What’s your favorite thing 
about Houston? “I have two 
favorite things: First, I love that 
it’s a global melting pot brimming 
with opportunity, and second, the 
Astros!”
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lateral groups or individuals as it makes strategic sense.

While we’re on the subject, what are your hiring plans? 
My plan is to be nimble and adept so that when we 
get market intelligence or news, we can act quickly to 
evaluate whether making a certain move and having a 
particular individual or group of lawyers join us if that 
makes strategic sense. We are always on the lookout for 
that.

Have you had any partner moves lately? We added 
Barbara de Marigny very recently — earlier this month. 
She is an experienced, seasoned tax lawyer. She’s a 
great example of who we’re looking for. We want people 
who make strategic sense, who share our values and 
perspective on how law ought to be practiced. We’re at 
the pinnacle of the industry because we are very focused 
on excellence.

I saw you were on the Texas Court of Appeals; how does 
it feel coming back to your roots? Baker Botts is where 
I started my law practice — it’s where I grew up. It feels 
like home. I left the court of appeals and came here to 
practice, but I like to say that I’m a boomerang because 
I returned to where I first started. In that sense, it was 
very much a homecoming for me. I knew so many of the 
people who I grew up with.

There are many things about the firm that are 
unchanged because it has a really long tradition. We 
have some firms that count their history in Houston by 
weeks or months, but we count ours in centuries. We’ve 
been in Houston for almost 200 years — Baker Botts is 179 
years old. In that sense, it felt like a very natural place for 
me to come back to. It’s a very important institution in 
Houston’s history. We’ve been a part of the fabric of this 
community for a very long time.

What skills did you bring back with you from the Texas 
Court of Appeals? One of the things that I do every day 
is help clients understand how a court would be likely 
to view the position they’re taking in a certain matter. 
My practice is litigation, but I also do appellate work. 
So, the value that I bring personally, having had that 
experience, is that I can say, “I know because I decided 
a thousand cases in the six years I was there. I know the 
kinds of things judges see and the things that stand out 

to them when a case comes their way.” I can bring that 
perspective to the table.

Have you had a chance to incorporate any of those skills? 
In every client matter that I handle, I certainly give clients 
that advice. I also frequently consult with my partners 
here. It can be as informal as a water cooler conversation, 
“How do you think this would strike my judge?” I do that  
every day.

What encouraged you to go for the Texas Court of 
Appeals? I got scholarships to Stanford and the University 
of Texas School of Law. We could have never afforded that 
education, so since I attained this level of success, I felt 
the drive to give back to the community. I thought that 
was a terrific way to do some public service and repay 
what other people had given to me in making that path of 
education available to me.

The firm was very supportive of it. Baker Botts has a 
long history of having its lawyers ascend to the bench. 
Many of our judiciary on the bench are Baker Botts alums. 
It’s a really cool connection that I love about the firm. 
Community service is important to us.

How do you reflect on your experience as a justice? I 
learned a lot. I met a bunch of terrific people. I developed 
a broader perspective on the law. It was very gratifying to 
be in public service.

What got you into law? I’m not one of these people who 
say they knew from the time they were 7 years old that 
they were going to law school. More than that, I was a 
first-generation American. My parents had not gone to 
college. I grew up in El Paso watching my mom work 
her butt off as a seamstress in a factory. I was bound and 
determined.

Through my mom’s own work ethic, I learned that 
working really hard at school was a way to have a better 
life. I took that to heart and here I am.

How did you decide on law? I taught Spanish to middle 
and high school students for a year after college. I took 
that year to reflect on where I thought my skill set was. 
Ultimately, I thought that law school was a good fit for 
me.

This interview has been edited for length and clarity.


