
Middle East Disputes Practice



WHO WE ARE
Our Middle East international arbitration and dispute resolution practice is an integral part of Baker 
Botts’ global team dedicated to the resolution of international and domestic disputes. Our practice 
includes more than a dozen dispute resolution lawyers who have resided and practiced in the Middle 
East collectively for over 150 years. Our practice works in multiple languages including Arabic, and 
our lawyers are trained in English, U.S. and various regional laws. 

Clients value our deep understanding of the law and our intimate knowledge of the characteristics 
and cultural diversity of the region.

WHAT WE DO
International Arbitration. We are active in arbitrations administered by the prominent arbitral 
institutions, regional and international, including the ICC, LCIA, ADCCAC, DIAC, DIFC-LCIA, the 
Cairo Centre, and ICSID. We also have extensive experience in proceedings governed by UNCITRAL 
and other ad hoc rules. We have conducted numerous arbitrations as advocates in the Middle East 
region and beyond. 

At the enforcement stage, we collaborate with trusted local advocates to assist clients to enforce 
their awards in the Middle East and elsewhere. We also advise our clients on grounds available to 
challenge awards. In addition to representing parties in arbitral proceedings, our senior lawyers 
regularly serve as arbitrators. 

Alternative Dispute Resolution. When appropriate, we explore alternative forms of dispute resolution 
with our clients as a possible means of limiting risk and preserving relationships. We have 
experience with all forms of ADR, including conciliation and mediation. 



Dubai International Financial Centre (DIFC) Courts. Clients who face proceedings before the English 
language, common law based DIFC Courts have the benefit of our experience, which traces back to the 
establishment of the Courts in 2006. We have full rights of audience to represent parties before the 
DIFC Courts and our lawyers have written the official commentary on the rules of the DIFC Courts. 

Local and International Litigation. We frequently assist foreign and local entities involved in 
proceedings in local courts in the region. Through our Saudi national lawyers who are qualified to 
appear in all Saudi courts, we routinely represent clients in the Board of Grievances, labor courts, 
and other disputes forums. Elsewhere in the Middle East, we act as co-counsel with trusted local 
advocates, while at all times ensuring that a quality, efficient and cost-effective service is provided. 

General Commercial Disputes. We deal with the spectrum of commercial disputes that arise in 
business in the Middle East. We have substantial experience with disputes related to technology, 
construction, infrastructure, energy, defense, real estate, hospitality, international trade, insurance 
and financial institutions. We have advised clients on disputes in connection with joint ventures, 
shareholdings, sale and purchase of assets or businesses, leasing, licensing and technology transfers, 
and services agreements.

Construction and Infrastructure Disputes. A core part of our practice involves disputes arising out of 
the construction of power and process plants, ships and offshore facilities, and social infrastructure, 
including roads, railways and high-rise developments. The contracts have ranged from bespoke to 
industry standard-forms, particularly FIDIC. The disputes themselves have involved virtually every 
phase of the construction process, from non-conforming and/or defective design (architectural and 
engineering), to delay/extension of time and variations, to operation/maintenance.

Energy Disputes. We have played a significant role in the evolution of the energy industry from 
its earliest days. Our international arbitration and dispute resolution practice has grown and 
diversified with the industry. Our lawyers have been involved in disputes that have arisen during all 
stages including exploration, development, production, distribution and marketing. Internationally, 
we are widely recognised as one of the leading law firms serving the needs of the energy sector.
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Team Recognition

“They are extraordinary from 

every perspective. I was really 

impressed by their optimum 

response times, broad experience 

in international arbitration and, 

most importantly, the results.”

—Chambers Global 2015

Global-wide

Dispute Resolution

“A Dubai-based team with a 

prestigious client base spanning 

the region, gaining particular 

traction among construction 

contractors, developers and 

energy companies. A strong 

reputation for advocacy in 

both arbitration and DIFC court 

litigation.”

—Chambers Global 2015

Middle East-wide

Dispute Resolution

“A sizable team going from 

strength to strength in the 

commercial and construction 

disputes markets. A popular 

choice with large regional 

companies for representation 

in international arbitration, with 

lawyers also rated for their DIFC 

court advocacy skills.”

—Chambers Global 2015
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